DOMESTIC MISSIONS 


Wrotestant Episcopal Church 


OCTOBER, 1863. 


Dears or Mr. Srymour—We have been much grieved to lose 
from our midst, by a very sudden dispensation, our late excellent 
Treasurer, Isaac Seymour, Esq. Mr. Seymour was called suddenly 
away, while he was engaged in divine worship, on Sunday the 14th of 
September, in Trinity Church in this city. He was emphatically a good 
man. Possessing ina high degree the confidence and esteem of the 
business men of the city, he was also endeared to his brethren in the 
Church for his many Christian virtues. He had served the Church for 
several years as Treasurer of the Domestic Committee ; and many who 
never saw his face felt, when they learned of his death, that they had 
lost a friend. 


Domestic Treasvrer.—N. F, Palmer, Esq., 30 Wall Street, has been 
appointed Treasurer of the Domestic Committee, in place of Isaac Sey- 
mour, deceased. . re 


Vacancy Supprrrep.—Stephen Cambreleng, Esq., has been elected 
-a member of the Domestic Committee, in the place of the Hon. Luther 
Bradish, deceased. 


Misstonartes ror Nevapa.—On the 23d of September, the Rey. 
Messrs. Reilly and Stoy, and Mrs. Stoy, sailed in the steamer for 
California, on their way to the missionary work which is before them 
in the Territory of Nevada. These, with the two laborers already in | 
that field, and with the one who is to follow, will constitute a body 
of workmen from whose labors, with the Divine blessing, we may hope 
for abundant fruits. 


Misstonary For Carrrornta.—On the 3d of October the Rev. David 
J. Lee, accompanied by his wife, takes passage for California. Mr 
- Lee expects to be located at Petaluma, and to work a mission com- 
posed of that and some other places in the Sonoma Valley. The 
Church will hope to hear a good account of his labors. 
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Cannelton—Rev. W. L. Githens. 


In making.out another semi-annual re- 
port of the Mission of St. Luke’s, Cannel- 
ton, Ind., I*wish I had more of interest to 
communicate. 

I am pursuing my regular routine of 
missionary work. Services and preaching 
twice, and sometimes three times, on each 
Sunday, together with superintending Sun- 
day-school and teaching Bible-class, and 
frequently service during the week ; though 
ever since last October I have been much 
hindered in parochial visiting, owing to 
the prevalence of the small-pox. It is still 
in our town, and prevents many from at- 
tending church and Sunday-school; still, 
we have large eongregations, and the child- 
ren’s interest in the services for them 
never flags. 

The population of Cannelton (owing to 
the closing of the cotton mills, which com- 
pelled many to remove in order to seek 
employment elsewhere, and also to the num- 
ber that have entered the army and navy) 
has decreased considerably in the past 
year ; still there are between two and three 
thousand inhabitants. Asis usual amongst 
the Protestant portion of our community, 
there are a great number of beliefs; but 
what is unusual, those of every religious 
denomination attend our services, and it. 
often happens that ours is the only Pro- 
testant service (in English) on Sunday. 
The Methodists were formerly very numer- 
ous and had a settled preacher; now they 
are supplied by a circuit rider who comes 
every third Sunday. The Presbyterians 
and Baptists have no organization, though 
the Presbyterians have a very pretty house 
of worship, which is used for a school. 
Most of those of other folds attend our 
services quite regularly, and the children 
attend the Sunday-school. ‘There are also 
a few Roman Catholic children that attend 
our school. Amongst sucha people as this 
there is no other way so sure of reaching 
them as through the Sunday-school, and I 
hope and trust that it is having a wide in- 
fluence. I know of no place in the West 
where our Church is needed more than here 
as a moral, refining, and Christianizing in- 
fluence, and I feel that, under the blessing 
of God, it is accomplishing great good. 
May his blessing ever rest upon this 
mission. 

The number of baptisms since my last 
report has been—infants, 16; adults, 3: 


' 


Indiana—ITlhinois. 


total, 19. There has been 1 funeral. The 
number of Sunday-school teachers is 18; 
scholars, 220. I have no confirmations to 
report, as at the time the Bishop purposed 
visiting here, the sickness prevented me 
having a class for him. 


Lima—Rev. H. M. Thompson. 


I can neither tell, in this report, of vast 
increase, nor yet of decline, in regard to 
the Church. I strive to hold my people, 
and by God’s help, keep them in some de- 
gree interested in the things which are fu- 
ture and spiritual. 

I havesreason to be thankful, that, in 
times like the present, some thought is 
given to those things which are unseen 
and-eternal. Our Father’s house is not 
forgotten, but well attended, and some who 
for years had neglected the Lord’s Supper, 
have again been gathered around their 
Master’s table. 


2 6 »—— 


ILLINOIS. 


Arcola, ete.—Rev. J. W. Osborne. 


Tue church is steadily on the increase 
at Arcola and Bement. At almost every 
service, there are strangers to be seen in 
the congregation, and I make it my duty 
to invite them to remain after service, so 
that I may know who they are, give them 
a cordial welcome, and introduce them: to 
my official members, as they are strangers 
in astrangeland. There are none who can 
say they have been slighted. During the 
past quarter our good Bishop has paid us a 
visit, and of course we hada goodtime. He 
preached twice on Trinity Sunday at Ar- 
cola, and confirmed two, a gentleman and 
his wife, (the former one of our prominent 
merchants.) There were six of my candi- 
dates absent on account of the rain. At 
Tuscola the Bishop preached, and confirm- 
ed Doctor W , and baptized his grand- 
child. At Bement the Bishop preached, 
and confirmed tight. Three of my candi- 
dates at Tuscola were absent on account 
of the rain. The Bishop, by his counsel 
and advice, rendered us important service 
at Arcola in reference to our church build- 
ing, and on the strength of his recommend- 
ation, we have adopted ‘‘ Upjohn’s Rural 
Plan” for our building, and it will be ceiled 
throughout with clear narrow plank, paint- 
ed in imitation of oak or walnut. During 
the past quarter, I have spent one Sunday 


Kentucky. 


at Pera, one at Edgewood, and baptized 
four children and two adults. I have, by 
request, spent one Sunday at St. James’ in 
Chicago, taking the place of Doctor R. H. 
Clarkson, who is gone on a visit to England. 
T have received from some of our officers 
of the Illinois Central Railroad Company, 
eleven dollars for the Sunday-school at 
Arcola, and from Mr. A , the Cashier of 
said company, a package of books for said 
school. I am truly sorry to inform you 
that one of my communicants, and several 
-who worshipped with us in my congrega- 
tions at Arcola and Bement, have fallen in 
the mighty battles of the South. 

May the God of our fathers save our be- 
loved country, and send us peace and 
prosperity. 


KENTUCKY. 


Harrodsburgh and Danville—Rev. 
J. H. Bowles. 


I wave been absent from my field of 
labor. about a month, in order to relieve 
the church at Harrodsburgh from a debt 
on their church which seriously threatens 
its safety. They do not cease to exhibit 
an interest in the Church so decided, that 
it induces me to make the only effort 
which at the present time can be made, to 
aid them in securing, what I am sure the 
most respectable portion of the community 
earnestly hopes for, the permanent estab- 
lishment of the Church. The building is 


a very good one, capable of seating com- 


fortably three hundred and fifty people, 
while the architecture—a specimen of early 
English pointed gothic, the plan of which 
was the conception of the Bishop—is of 
very rare beauty. 

The more I think about it, and the class 
of people comprising the community where 
this church is built, the more I am obliged 
to think, if we can pay off the debt, it 
was wise to build just such a church. 

The interest of the little flock already in 
the fold, fills me with celight and hopeful- 
ness; and I have been particularly grati- 
fied to see in the congregation, not unfre- 
quently, some of the most thoughtful and 
influential men of the place. I have also 
been pleased to observe a tendency among 
some clever young men to seek an ac- 
quaintance with the Church ; and the at- 
traction is greater because politics is never 
introduced into the Church in any of its 
_ forms. 
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The work goes on evenly and steadily at 
Danville. I should have had a class. of 
ten or twelve to present to the Bishop on 
the occasion. of his annual visitation, had 
he not failed to meet his appointment, ow- 
ing ‘to irregularities of the trains. They 
need at Danville more constant attention 
than I can give while Harrodsburgh is on 
my hands; but it is hoped that this hin- 
drance may be obviated when affairs in 
that region become more tranquil. 

Upon the whole, I rejoice that God put 
it into my heart to break up delightful re- 
lations at the General Seminary, and come 
to that field. I try to avoid being too 
sanguine of success, but to be otherwise 
would appear to court disappointment. 


Danville, ete.—Rev. J. A. Merrick. 


Our missionary and pastoral care, since 
my last semi-annual report, through God’s: 
goodness, has been unintermitted. He 
has blessed us in every branch of our 
humble operations; so that, notwithstand- 
ing the peculiar impediments thrown in 
the way at the present time, our progress 
has been onward. 

Our public services are as frequent as 
those of any other parish in the diocese; 
the attendance, both on Sundays and dur- 
ing the week, larger than ever before ; the 
children and servants, in catechising, made 
a special object of attention weekly, and 
in the schools, as at their homes, daily; 
and the Sacraments, with the other of the 
Church’s aids in holy living, ministered, at 
every opportunity offered, with proper in- 
structions and encouragements, to the evi- 
dent increase and benefit of Christ’s Holy 
Church. 

Many who had wandered off into the 
by-ways of schism, have returned to the 
Church, especially children of our Mother 
Church of England. Thus the attracting 
of the outsiders of all classes, and the 
training of the Church’s children, old and 
young, goes on, notwithstanding ourmany . 
discouragements. 

In all other branches of the pastoral 
work, we feel that we are gaining ground; 
eight years ago our parish was described 
by the Bishop as in “the slough of des- 
pond,” and “scarcely able to preserve its 
organization ;” and, within a few months 
past, the congregations are more uniform 
and largely increased; and in spiritual du- 
ties, in ritual and liturgical offices; so 
that the parish, in its whole work, was 
neyer in a better state than at present. 
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Versailles and Georgetown—Rev. 
J. W. Venable. 


Iam happy to inform the Committee of 
renewed signs of interest and encourage- 
ment in this portion of the mission field. 
Besides a marked increase in the attend- 
ancé at church in Versailles, several new 
families have connected themselves with 
the parish, and contribute toward my sup- 
port. The long talked-of parsonage has at 
last been commenced, and the workmen 
are now engaged in laying the foundation 
of a building which is to be the mission- 
ary’s home. It will add much to the com- 
fort of the minister, and give permanency 
to our organization here. ° 

The Bishop of the diocese spent most of 
the last week in this parish, during which 
period he preached four times, adminis- 
tered Confirmation, and gave us many 

_ valuable suggestions for carrying on the 
work of the Church. He afterward ac- 
companied me to our mission in George- 
town, Scott Co., about seventeen miles 
from Versailles. Here, in accordance with 
the request of your committee, I began 
regular monthly services in January last, 
and have since visited that place on the 
second Sunday in each month, with very 
encouraging results, 

Our services are held in the court 
house, and, by the aid of a melodeon and 
choir, they are rendered attractive enough 
to insure a good attendance. No regular 
parochial organization has yet been made, 
because of the absence of one or two 
-persons who are much interested in the 
matter. It is hoped, however, that-a par- 
ish will soon be formed. I have baptized 
six children in Georgetown, and the Bishop 
confirmed one person during his late visit. 
The communicants now number eleven, 
and we hope others will soon be gather- 
edin. The Bishop expressed himself as 
pleased at the favorable opening afforded 
in this strong Baptist region for introduc- 
ing the Church. 

I would gratefully acknowledge a dona- 
tion of Prayer Books and tracts from the 
New-York Bible, Prayer Book, and Tract 
Society, for use in hospitals, etc.; and 
also one, through the same Society, from 
an unknown friend, for similar purposes. 


Later date. 


T have just returned from that mission, 
and hasten to give you the result of my 
appeal. On Sunday last, I preached twice 
in the court house at Georgetown, to large 
and attentive congregations, and during 


Missourt—-Nebraska. 


the services, I read the “Resolution” of 
the Domestic Committee, in reference to 
regular ,semi-annual collections at every 
missionary station. 

The result was, that contributions 
amounting to eighteen dollars were hand- 
ed me, which was certainly very encour- 
aging for the first response from this 
young mission. 


MISSO UL. 


' Hannibal—Rev. J. W. Dunn. 


Tne attendance upon the services of the 
Church continues about the same; the 
greater part of the congregation seem earn- 
est and faithful, but an indifference to re- 
ligion seems to have seized the mass of the 
community. The unfortunate struggle, 
now going on engrosses all thoughts and 
feelings. In suchsa state of things, the 
members of Christ’s Body, I know, are 
called upon to exercise greater activity and 
zeal. I trust that grace and strength will 
be given me to do my part in the great 
work of winning souls to Christ. 


——#-6-6- 


NEBRASKA. 


Nebraska City—Rev. EH. Adams. 


Wuirt-Scnpay was to the little church 
in Nebraska City an exceedingly interest- 
ing day. ‘The house was full, and there 
were present six clergymen, the Bishop, 
four presbyters, and one deacon. Rey. 
Mr. Rich preached in the morning. The 
Bishop administered the sacrament of the 
Lord’s Supper. It added to the interest 
of the occasion that the Bishop and three 
presbyters were to leave us the next morn- 
ing to encounter the perils and hardships 
of the West, and specially as the Bishop 
was to visit not only New-Mexico, but 
Utah and Nevada, the trip to occupy sey- 
eral months, even if prosperous and safe. 

At evening service Rey. Mr. Jarvis 
preached. It was most gratifying and 
pleasant, as well as hopeful, to see so many 
clergymen together in our own church in 
this place, (especially to me,) where for 
three years I did our Master’s work with- 
out even the sight of a fellow-laborer. May 
the Lord of the harvest continue to send 
more laborers into this great and important 
field, and direct and bless their labors. 


Dakota. 


+ 


Decatur—Rev. A. Batte. 


In making my report for the second 
quarter of the year 1863, I have to say 
that we have made some progress since 
my last. On the third Sunday after Eas- 
ter the Bishop gave us a visitation and 


_ confirmed two. The following week I bap- 


tized two children. 

We haye now the lumber and other ma- 
terial for finishing off the inside work of 
our church building. When I last wrote 
I had hoped to have now written you of 
its completion. I may safely say, how- 
ever, that before another quarter passes by 
we will be worshipping in it. Our services 
are well attended, a fact from which I take 
much encouragement. No one can attend 


_ the Church service regularly without being 


brought under its influence and learning to 
love it. 

So far we have prospered, but death has 
been among us and taken off one of our 
little band. She was the first to unite 
with us, yet in her triumphant, happy 
death she did good service to our cause. 
This is the second burial I have attended. 
The first was the child of the Church fam- 
ily so recently come among us. There are 
two families becoming interested in the 
Church. In time they may join us. 

I received the box of tracts in due time 
in good condition. Iam much obliged to 
the Tract Society for their kindness in 
sending them. I shall endeavor to make 
proper use of them, 


Omaha—Rev. O. C. Dake. 

On the second Sunday after Haster, 
Bishop Talbot confirmed five persons in 
Trinity Church, Omaha, making six con- 
firmations during the last half year. We 
are truly grateful to God for these addi- 
tions, and pray they may be precursors of 
a more plentiful increase. 

Iam now living at Brownell Hall, the 
Church female seminary for the North- 
West, two and one half miles out of Oma- 
ha. Here the Bishop hopes, in an humble 
way, to lay the foundation of a great and 


_ flourishing finishing school for young la- 


dies, to be developed with the growth and 
wants of the country. The Presbyterians 
have already opened a female school in the 
city, and the Roman Catholics are com- 
mencing to erect a costly brick convent, 
wherein to educate the daughters of this 
great valley. We expect to meet stout 
rivalry, but go forward with hope, because 
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confident of our place in popular estima- 
tion. Nevertheless, the first year or two 
of our Hall’s existence may be a heavy 
burden on us here, unless our hands are 
stayed up by the assistance of Hastern 
Churchmen. And Tam sure no thoughtful 
man at the Hast needs be told that ina 
nation of emigrants the cause of Church 
education in Nebraska may some day be 
his own cause or that of his children. 
Brownell Hall is situated nearly midway 
between Omaha and Florence, with both’ 
towns in plain view. In front are the high 
green bluffs upon the Iowa side of the Mis- 
souri River, and behind a broad plain, 
bounded a mile away by gently rounded 
hills. The building, originally intended 
for a hotel, cost fourteen thousand dollars, 
and with one alteration, will afford twenty- 
seven rooms. Six acres of land belong to 
the premises, three of which are under 
fence, and I am happy to know, the Bishop 
haga deed for the property, unencumbered 
by a dollar of indebtedness. What he 
takes hold of moves, and hence I have re- 
newed faith in the future of Brownell Hall. 
On the eighteenth of the month I held 
evening service at Fontenelle, a little vil- 
lage forty miles inland, in the fertile, very 
beautiful, and (for this country) somewhat 
thickly settled Elkhorn valley. From forty 
to fifty persons were present, several of 
whom it would be easy to connect with our 
Church, provided they could have regular 
services. While there, I was informed a 
Church organization might be effected at 
Fremont, eight miles distant from Fonte- 
nelle, on the probable line of the Pacific 
railroad. Truly the harvest is plenteous, 
but the laborers are few. And I think it 
a great pity that Bishop Talbot may not 
be spared dangerous and fatiguing trips 
beyond the Rocky Mountains, to look up 
the widely scattered sheep of our fold, and 
gather them into the communion of ‘the 
Church by almost every wayside and in 
every hamlet of this vast Territory ; for 
unless we occupy the field which is pro- 
perly our own, others will do so for us. 


DAKOTA. 


Yancton, etc.—Rev. M. Hoyt. — 


Ar the time of making out my last quar- 
terly report the prospects for Dakota were 
gloomy indeed. Many of the settlers be- 
tween the James and the Vermilion Rivers 
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had abandoned their claims and left the 
Territory. The remaining families were 
waiting for a few days to see if protection 
would be afforded. So of other portions 
of the Territory. In the village of Yanc- 
ton and in Vermilion there was a general 
feeling of insecurity. Very many, perhaps 
more than half, were talking of leaving. 
During the time application had been made 
by prominent citizens and by the Governor 
of the Territory to the General in command 
of the district, and he has promised the 
Governor that troops shall be left for the 
protection of the settlements. There is 
now a general feeling of safety. All ex- 
citement has ceased; farmers are busily 
engaged in putting in or tending their 
crops, and men of every pursuit and pro- 
fession are attending to their usual avoca- 
tions. As a Territory, we have suffered 
ereatly by the Indian depredations last 
fall and this spring. We have lost from a 
quarter to one third of our population. 
Business of every nature has been broken 
in upon. Of the remaining population, at 
least one third are in the army, either to 
remain for home protection or go on the 
expedition against the Indians. 

Another cause has operated to thin our 
ranks—the digcovery of the gold mines in 
Idaho. This has taken from Yancton some 
of her most valuable citizens, and from me 
warm personal friends. Yet these two 
causes, which at one time threatened to 
depopulate the whole Territory, now bid 
fair to be the means of adding to her pros- 
perity. 

Reservations for the Santee and Winne- 
bago Indians have been made on the Mis- 
souri, about one hundred miles west of us. 
This will make four reservations within 
reach of the settled portions of our Terri- 
tory. Government, of necessity, must leave 
troops for the protection of the settlements, 
as well as for the protection of the various 
tribes of Indians. This will give us one of 
the best home markets in the whole coun- 
try, and must, of necessity, add many to 
the number of settlers. The discovery of 
gold in Idaho I regard, however, as the 
most advantageous thing that has occurred 
for the development of our resources. The 
best and shortest land route to the mines 
is through the Territory. The quickest 
and most convenient route also is by the 
Missouri to Fort Benton, which is distant 
but a little over one hundred miles from the 
gold region. Already there are four steam- 
ers gone up the river loaded with emigrants, 
and more are on the way. 


Colorado. . 


Thus, you perceive, things again begin 
to appear favorable. I can only say now 
in regard to Church matters that I have 
been enabled to fill each appointment dur- _ 
ing the quarter. Every thing has been so 
disorganized that it is difficult to say if 
any progress has been made. I trust in 
my next quarterly report I shall be able 
to write more encouragingly. 


COLORADO. 


Central City—Rev. F. Granger. 


My first collection, made for Domestic 
Missions on the occasion of the Bishop’s 
late visitation, (the 2d inst.,) amounting to 
forty-eight dollars, ($48,) I have handed to 
Bishop Talbot, to be forwarded in due time. 
Within my parish I have three points, 
where I hold services each Lord’s day— 
Nevada City, Central City, and Black Hawk 
Point.. At Nevada the collection amount- 
ed to $11.77; at Central, to $16.17, and at 
Black Hawk, to $20.06. We hope to sup- 
port ourselves here in Colorado Territory, 
and to that end it is not unlikely that a 
system of monthly collections will be 
adopted, both here and at Denver. If we 
can thus realize $50 per month for the 
year, it will equal your present appropria- 
tion for this Territory. 


Denver City—Rev. H. B. Hitchings. 


Ihave the pleasure of forwarding through 
you to the ‘‘ Domestic Board” the sum of 
$21.60, the collection made last Sunday 
in St. John’s Church in the Wilderness. 
This makes, in addition to what I sent a 
few weeks since for the same purpose, the 
sum of $54.70. We hope to send you 
much more for the same purpose before 
the year is out. As Colorado has not yet 
received any assistance from the Commit- 
tee, so we mean, if possible, that it shall 
not. .We hope to be able to raise the sum 
pledged to Mr. Jarvis, but we must pay it 
to him through the Committee. I very 
much wish we had more men to labor in 
this field. If I had an assistant of the 
right sort, I could aecomplish four times 
the amount of work in the same time. Peo- 
ple of the Hast can form no idea of the 
necessity of immediate action in the West. 
Bishop Talbot is yet with me; he expects 
to leave next Monday for the Territory of 
Nevada, It is ashame for the Church to 


Colorado. 


> 


put so much work upon any one manas it 
puts upon him—flesh and blood cannot 
endure the amount of labor required for 
any length of time. His jurisdiction should 
be divided up among at least four Bishops. 


Later date. 


Yours of the 2d inst., acknowledging the 
receipt of $21.60 for Domestic Missions, 
reached me this morning. Before this I sup- 
pose you have received yet another remit- 
tance from me, and I have still another small 
amount to send; but not by this letter. I 
am going to keep it a week or two, and 
nurse it, to see if it will not grow. 

The particular object of my writing at 
this time is, to call the attention of the 
Domestic Committee to the new Territory 
of Idaho. The time has come for the 
Church to erect her standard in this newly 
settled and rapidly growing portion of our 
country. So far as I can learn, there is 
no preacher of the Gospel—not even of the 
“denominations”—in any portion of the 
Territory. Ifthe Church can only be first 
on the ground, she can occupy the field 
without a struggle. Youcan form no idea 
of the immense influence the Church might 
exert here at the West, if we only had men 
to do her work. She is welcomed as an 
“ark of safety”"—asa ‘haven of rest,” by 
those who are wearied out with the extrav- 
agant religious excitements and political 
preaching of the “sects.” Her conserva- 
tism, and the beauteous order of all her 
appointments, command the admiration 
and approbation of all classes of men. 
They love her devout and solemn Liturgy, 
they love her Gospel preaching; and as 
they learn her Scriptural doctrine and 
discipline, they love these also. The por- 
tion of Idaho where a missionary should 
be immediately stationed is Bannock 
City, situated on the Eastern slope of the 
Rocky Mountains, and consequently with- 
in the jurisdiction of Bishop Talbot. 
Whether the Bishop will have time and 
strength to visit this place before his re- 
turn from the far West, I cannot say ; but 
probably not, as it would involve the fa- 
tigue and peril of an additional journey of 
something over fifteen hundred miles — 
which is quite too much to add to his al- 
ready too much exhausting labors of the 
season, 

I have inquired diligently concerning 
Bannock City, and am credibly informed 
that it has now a population of something 
like 8000. Some state it even higher. This 


+ 


223 


population is increasing very rapidly, from 
very large immigration. From this Territo- 
ry of Colorado alone, within the past two 
months, upward of a thousand persons 
have left for the “new mines ”— and it is . 
probable that quite as large a proportion 
have gone there from other Territories and 
from the States.. One single business 
house in this city of Denver has sold for 
Bannock, within the last twelve days, over 
forty thousand dollars’ worth of groceries ; 
and the head of another house told me that 
he sold in one day five thousand dollars’ 
worth, to go to the same place; and other 
houses in this city have doubtless sold at 
the same ratio. Of course it is the dis- 
covery of gold that attracts people to Ban- 
nock. It is said to be found in great 
abundance, and procured at very little la- 
bor and expense. ‘The best evidence we 
have that the wonderful stories told of the 
abundance of gold found there is correct 
is, that several parties who went there from 
Denver last spring, without money, have 
returned this early autumn with plenty of 
the “filthy lucre.” Itis said to be an easy 
matter to “‘pan out” from $25 to $100 per 
day from any of the gulches. We may 
conclude from this, that the population is, 
for the present at least, to be a permanent 
one. If the Church had the right sort of 
man on the ground at once to do the work, 
I believe we should have there, as we now 
have in Denver City and Central City, a 
self-supporting parish, in less than two 
months; yea, a parish that would be con- 
tributing to the funds of the Domestic 
Committee. 

If there had been any clergyman with 
whom I could have left my own parish in 
charge, I should have gone to Bannock my- 
self, at my own risk and expense, weeks 
before this, to commence the good work. 
I know I should have been well received— 
better, perhaps, than would an _ entire 
ae for there are many there who 

e formerly my parishioners at Denver, 
and whose families are even now living here. 

I hope the Committee will not think me 
immodest in presuming to mention this 
matter, when Idaho is blessed with two 
such good Bishops as are Bishops Scott 
and Talbot. But they are each farther re- 
moved from the Territory than I am, 
and their facility for becoming acquainted 
with its real condition and need is proba- 
bly not so great as mine. Without doubt, 
however, they will both bring the wants 
of this Territory before the Committee and 
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the Board. If my words can add any 
weight to their words, I shall be devoutly 
thankful. 
Iam happy to state that there is the 
_prospect of one more laborer entering the 
vineyard to work, in due course of time. A 
young man, a parishioner of mine, of fine 
talents, and engaged at present in a profit- 
able business, came to me last week and 
stated his desire to give up all, and enter 
the ministry of the Church. I will assure 
you it was with great joy that I reported 
him to the Bishop to be admitted as a can- 
didate for holy orders. Would that many 
other young men could be found willing to 
consecrate their lives to the work of Christ’s 
ministry ! 


Empire City, etc.—Rev. W. O. 
Jarvis. 


it is time, perhaps, that I had reported 
myself to the Domestic Committee who 
have appointed me their missionary at 
Empire City and parts adjacent. I came 
out, as you are aware, with Bishop Talbot, 
having left my home at Niagara Falls on 
his call, the twelfth of last May. After a 
long and fatiguing journey, we arrived at 
Denver the fourteenth of June, having 
spent three weeks on the plains in hard 
work and unwonted exposure, which, how- 
ever, was much relieved by the novelty of 
the expedition and the many strange scenes 
which interested us from day to day. I 
found myself so much jaded when we 
reached Denver, that I thought it best to 
take a few days’ rest there, before coming 
up into the mountains. I finally arrived 
in Central City, Thursday, the eighteenth 
of June, expecting to commence my sery- 
ices at Empire City the next Sunday, but 
I learned that the only room which was 
suitable for the purpose there was engaged 
by the Methodists for a quarterly meeting, 
and I could not do better than to remai 
at Central over Sunday, with Mr. Granade 
the rector, and assist him in his three sery- 
ices. The next week I started on an ex- 
ploring expedition, to prepare the way for 
my future services, Mr. Granger kindly 
volunteering his aid as guide, which I could 
hardly have done without. We walked to 
Idaho, about seven miles from Central City, 
and to Empire, which is about sixteen miles. 
At Empire there are two towns, about a 
mile apart, the lower town lying at the foot 
of the mountain, and the upper town situ- 
ated on the mountain side. I made an ap- 
pointment to divide the Sunday once in two 
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weeks between these two places, and to 
spend the Sunday once in four weeks at 
Idaho. I have since begun services also 
at Gold Dirt, some ten miles from Central, 
in the opposite direction from Empire, and 
have an appointment there for every fourth 
Sunday. ‘Thus my Sundays are all occu- 
pied, and I shall continue this arrangement 
unless circumstances should develop to 
make it expedient, in my judgment, to alter 
it, having in view always the great end 
which the Church would have my labors . 
serve. It is all a novel kind of work to 
me, and involves a good deal which tests 
one’s physical endurance as well as one’s 
tact at adaptation. I make my headquar- 
ters at Central City, which is more con- 
venient to all my stations than any other 
place where I could live. From this point 
I generally walk to fill my appointments 
and to visit my people, and the long walks 
over the steep and high mountains, some- 
times by an obscure trail, through a dense 
and extensive forest, in an atmosphere so 
light that one’s lungs must labor very vig- 
orously to supply themselves satisfacto- 
rily, are not what the natural man would 
often seek for amusement. Let me tell 
you, for instance, my experience in return-~ 
ing from Gold Dirt last Monday. At the 
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by a trail about two miles long, running 
through the thick woods. I started with 
my hayversack slung on my shoulder, con- 
taining my mission services and my lunch, 
and with my India rubber coat hanging on 
my arm, | toiled up the rugged steep; but 
I had not gone more than half a mile be- 
fore I began to have serious doubts about 
the way, and soon was satisfied that I had 
lost the right trail; but still I thought that 
I knew what direction I ought to take, and 
was pretty confident that by following that, 
T should come out right, although I might 
not go by the right path. I toiled up the 
mountain, and finally began to descend it, 
as I hoped, toward the point to which I 
wished to go; but you may imagine that I 
was not a little vexed, nor could [ help 
being considerably amused to find myself 
back at the same point from which I had 
started. Again I began the ascent, but 
after a few rods the trail grew obscure, and 
I soon despairgd of being able to trace it, 
and returned. My next attempt was by 
another trail about half a mile distant, and 
with the help of a man to get me properly 
started, I succeeded in following this with- 
out once going astray. At another point 
five miles on my way, I missed another 
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trail which I ought to have taken, and went 
a mile past it, which distance I had to re- 
trace to get on the track, which finally 
brought me in safety to my journey’s end, 
at four o'clock in the evening, having 
started at ten in the morning. 

My different stations are small mining 
towns, and my people almost all connected, 
either directly or indirectly, with the min- 
ing interests. They are generally people 
who have left their homes in the States, 
or in America, as the phrase is here, and 
have come out to this new country for a 
temporary sojourn, with the one object of 
getting together a fortune, if it may be, and 
returning to enjoy it. The circumstances 
are not favorable to a high degree of im- 
provement in things which minister to 
comfort and luxury; an economical. pro- 
vision for present needs is the principle on 
which the majority of the people seem to 
be living. There are many people here of 
intelligence who have been accustomed to 
refined society and abundant comforts, but 
in this country lay aside all attempt at 
show, and are willing to endure privations 
and live roughly. My congregations em- 
brace a great variety of religious creeds; a 
very few are Churchmen, and others are 
Methodists, Presbyterians, Congregational- 
ists, Baptists, Unitarians, Campbellites, Uni- 
versalists, and Nothingarians. The attend- 
ance varies from thirty to fifty, and the peo- 
ple congratulate me on the encouraging 
numbers. Very few of the people are ac- 
quainted with the Church service, and my 
custom is, when I first go to a place to begin 
with an explanation of the principles on 
which the service is constructed, and of the 
propriety of every individual taking his 
part in it. As we proceed I instruct them 
about the different parts of the service, and 
indicate the postures and the responses 
which belong to the congregation. My 
churches are halls in log houses, the same 
which serve for all public gatherings, po- 
litical meetings, dances, and theatrical. per- 
formances. The seats are unplaned planks, 
supported by rough blocks, and my pulpit 
generally a pine table surmounted by a 
candle-box, or sometimes by a block of 
wood. The responses have generally been 
much better than one would expect, and 
the attention given to the sermons has gen- 
erally proved the interest of the hearers. 
I think the services generally have made 
a good impression, and J have been assured 
frequently that the people were gratified to. 
haye the privilege of attending them. There 
is no service besides our own at either of 
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my stations, except an occasional Methodist 
preaching at one or two of them, and this, 
I think, not very well attended. I-do not 
think that it would be advisable to organ- 
ize parishes yet, but, in course of time, 
if the places prosper, perhaps at one or 
more of them this might be done. There 
have been some subscriptions made for my 
support at Empire and at Idaho, and I hope 
that there will yet be some obtained at 
Gold Dirt, but there is such an unsettled 
community to deal with, that I do not know 
to what extent these subscriptions can be 
relied on. I greatly need a pony to ride 
about with, but I do not believe that I 
could keep one here for less than five hun- 
dred dollars a year, which I cannot think 
of doing, although the alternative be to 
walk, no matter what the weather or what 
my strength. Hay sells here now for 
eighty dollars per ton, and corn for four 
dollars and eighty cents per bushel. We 
hope to see the Bishop out here soon after 
his return from New-Mexico; and we shall 
be essentially helped and encouraged by 
his visit. 


CALIFORNIA. 


Oakland and Brooklyn—Rev. B. 
Akerly. 


Contra Costa, or the opposite coast of 
San Francisco, has been struggling des- 
perately, now some thirteen years, to 
build up a city. At-one time, buoyant 
with hope; at another, depressed; then 
again, confident of success; presently, 
disappointed. Oakland and Brooklyn 
each trust to be the important point; 
each gradually approaching the other, 
soon apparently to be merged as one city. 
Our fluctuating condition is caused by a 
sand-bar at the mouth of San Antonio 
a Some eight years ago, a channel 

s cut through this bar, and up went 
Oakland and Brooklyn. Gradually, the 
sand again deposited, filling up the chan- 
nel, when language more emphatic than 
reverential expressed the disappointment 
of Oaklanders. Two»parallel piers were 
now run over the bar, and the sand. 
dredged from between them, giving five: 
feet of water at low-tide. These towns 
now grew rapidly, and several elegant 
mansions were erected. But the tide- 
tossed and wearied sand said: “If I 
can find no rest in my old sleeping-place, 
I yield the ground you so earnestly covet, 
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and just settle down outside your piers.” 
And so it did. This is our present sit- 
uation. Steamboat hours are irregular 
and uncertain. Families remove to this 
coast to escape the high winds which daily 
rush through the Golden Gate. When, 
however, low-tide occurs in the morning, 
and the merchant must take boat by five 
or six o'clock, or wait till ten or eleyen 
o'clock, he is incommoded and annoyed; 
_and when low-tide happens to be in the 
afternoon, and he is obliged to leave his 
business by three o'clock, or wait till 
cight or nine o’clock, before he can take 
steamer for home, his annoyance is great- 
ly increased. This occurring time and 
again, with an occasional detention of two 
or three hours upon the bar, the family 
move back to San Francisco. There are a 
few families, not dependent upon a strict 
attention to business, who are permanent- 
ly located here; the congregation, as a 
body, however, is very changeable, and 
varies greatly in numbers. Within the 
last year the parish at Oakland has lost, 
by removals, seven families and fourteen 
communicants; from Brooklyn the loss 
has been six families and six communi- 
cants. This drawback to the permanent 
increase of our population will very soon 
be obviated. A pier is being carried out 
from the extreme easterly point of the 
peninsula of Oakland, to be one mile in 
length. It is now completed for two 
thousand feet, giving four and a half feet 
of water at extreme low-tide; here the 
work ceases for the present, and boats 
are to. be put upon the route immediately. 
The promise is, that by the next month 
we shall have hourly communication with 
San Francisco, If this undertaking 
proves a success, Oakland will become a 
large city. 
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Extracts from Letters from Rt. 
Rev. T.. F. Scott, D.D., Mission- 
ary Bishop. : 

Mu.wavken, June 20th, 1863. 
Your last, favor was received on my re- 
turn from Puget’s Sound, nearly two 
weeks ago. I proceeded thither early in 

May, by way of Victoria, in order to 

avoid the bad roads overland. At Port 

Townsend I was taken quite ill with a 

complication of diseases, one of which 

was diphtheria. By this occurrence I was 
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prevented from performing all but one of a 
series of public services which I had ap- 
pointed. Nevertheless, at private houses, 
I baptized three adults, and thirteen 
children. At the only public service, I 
confirmed one and administered the com- 
munion. These labors no doubt aggra- 
vated my attack, so that on my way to 
Olympia I was taken much worse, and 
confined there for two weeks, being able 
only to baptize a child in private before 
leaving. 

In consequence of this illness and de- 
tention, my appointments southward in 
this State had to be recalled and deferred. 
I am now. much better, though not re- 
stored to my usual strength. I hope, 
however, to resume my official work in 
July. 

I have all along contemplated, and do 
still, a visit to the mining regions east of 
the mountains, during the summer. As 
recovery of strength after diphtheria is 
very slow, so hard a journey may be un- 
advisable for me. In a conversation to- 
day with the Rev. Mr. F , he said if 
the means allowed, he thought he should 
like such a tour. Should I find it too 
much for me, I will try and secure him to 
go, assured your Committee will defray 
the cost out of funds appropriated for 
that region. He is a discreet man, and 
would be acceptable anywhere. 

Two women are struggling at Port 
Townsend to do good and to keep alive 
the interest in religion and the! Church, 
with no books to guide them but their 
Bibles and Prayer-Books. The number of 
baptisms, and the confirmation reported 
above, are the fruits of their zeal and en- 
ergy. JI think they deserve help. The 
good work at Olympia is kept up with 
equal zeal with the addition of lay read- 
ing. What a pity such people should 
have no clergyman ! 


Portanp, Aug. 12th, 1868. 

Shortly after writing my last, I was 
taken ill for the third time, and by my 
physician’s advice, went soon after to As- 
toria, for the purpose of recovery. By the 
bracing air, and surf bathing, Iam now 
much better, and hope by the first of 
September to resume my visitations. 

I am here only for a day, to go down 
the river again to-morrow. While at As- 
toria, I held service on two Sundays, and 
on the latter, baptized an adult, and con- 
firmed two. I would we could haye reg- 
ular services at that place. It ig a fair 
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opening, Next Sunday I propose to be 
at Cathlamet. A few days ago I received 
a letter from a lady at Port 'Townsend— 
it would do your heart good to read the 
unpretending record of her labors and 
success, 
Mitwavuxer, Aug. 24th, 1868. 

_ I returned home on Thursday last from 
my visit down the river, much improved, 
but not entirely strong. This day week 
I am to leave for my visitations south- 
ward. 


Eugene City, ete.—Rev. J. Mc- 
Cormac. 

Eugene City has cost the Church a 
good deal, but I do think if, by God’s 
grace, we succeed in establishing the 
Church here once, that Satan will have 
lost one of his most important strong: 
holds, and the choice of the Bishop will 
be fully justified, notwithstanding all the 
expenditure. 

Our town is small, it is true—only 
about five hundred inhabitants, and not 
much over one half what it had when I 
came here; yet aside from the number of 
its population, a matter very varying and 
fluctuating in all towns on this coast, it 
has many features of no small import- 
ance. It is at the head of the fertile and 
far-famed valley of the Willamette, and is 
the head of navigation on the river of that 
name. It is the geographical centre of 
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the State, and is a great political focus. 
Several of our late political State conven- 
tions have been held here, and our town 
bids fair for being the capital of the State. 
For beauty of location, it cannot be sur- 
passed, perhaps, by any inland town in 
America. In summer, especially, the 
surrounding scenery is delightful, being 
environed with oak-clad hills, beautiful 
butes, and mountains whose peaks are 
clad in perpetual snow. In this respect, 
indeed, we might well say of Hugene City 
what the holy Bishop once said of Ceylon: 
“Where every prospect pleases, and only 
‘man is vile.” 

For here, notwithstanding all the rich 
beauties and bounties of heaven, yet infi- 
delity in every form abounds. 

The people here are really very kind, 
but for the most part in straitened cir- 
cumstances, and therefore can do but 
little toward the support of the mission- 
ary. They raised over $250 last year, 
however, toward my support, and perhaps 
will do the same this year. 

We have purchased a bell for our 
church, and are building a tower for it, 
which will cost perhaps $250 more. All 
this, I think, is sufficient to show that 
Eugene City is still alive, and not utterly 
beyond hope, and that the few Church 
members here (twelve in all, four males 
and eight females) can justly lay claim to 
the sympathy and aid of their brethren 
in the Kast. 
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CLOSE OF THE MISSIONARY YEAR. 


Tue history of another year in the general missionary operations of 
our Church is written, and is now to be laid before the Board of 
Missions in the Reports of the Committees of that body. 

The next number of the Sprerr or Missions will, we suppose, present 
these and other missionary documents, with the proceedings of the 
Board in relation thereto, to the Church at large. 

We, in advance, commend these Reports and proceedings to the care- 
ful and prayerful consideration of our readers. 

Concerning that branch of the missionary work which is under the 
care of the Foreign Committee, and of which only it becomes us to 
speak in this place, these documents furnish abundant evidence of an 
urgent call for more of earnest thought and prayer and devotion on the 
part of God’s people. 

Our Missions are greatly crippled by the want of men and means. 

Amid the exciting topics which, in these days, occupy men’s minds, 
and demand sympathy and aid, the just claims of Missions to the heathen 
are in a great degree overlooked. There is a great lack of earnest, 
faithful prayer in behalf of these. 

Some who were once interested in the work of Foreign Missions have 
grown weary in well-doing. They have not seen, it may be, all the 
results which they anticipated, and they are, therefore, discouraged— 
forgetting that these can come from Him only who has His own time 
for giving or withholding; forgetting that in this work we are never to 
stay our hand so long as the command stands, “Go ye into all the 
world and preach the Gospel to every creature,” and so long as there 
remain those to whom these glad tidings have not been declared. 

The Foreign Committee are purposing, to employ means for a more 
active and general agency throughout the Church, and hope that this 
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may be largely successful. In all such measures as they may adopt, 
they earnestly ask the earnest codperation of all their brethren, both of 
the clergy and of the laity. 

With all; however, that the Committee can possibly do, they must of 
necessity depend chiefly on the agency of the clergy, each in his own — 
sphere of labor. 


For The Spirit of Missions. 
The Spirit of the World and the Spirit of Missions. 


Wuucn of these two moves in your house? No man can serve two masters. There 
is not room enough in your hearts to serve both God and Mammon. Our Lord Jesus 
Christ says: ‘Take no thought for your life, what you shall eat, or what you shall 
drink ; nor yet for the body, what you shall put on.” It is useless; for all your 
thoughts do not make your life, nor your body, not an inch of it. Take no thought; it 
is mean: for even the fowls get their support without it, and the flowers their dress. 
Take no thought; it is faithless: for your heavenly Father knows what you need. 
Why do you not tell him? Take no thought; it is sinful: for it is forbidden, strictly 
forbidden. Work with thine own hands; but lift your thoughts up. Hat thine own 
bread; not the bread of thine neighbor ; but know that thou art a boarder of thy heavenly 
- Father. He knows that we have a mouth; he knows that we must have a dress. Is 
it unsafe to trust him? Does he not take care of all his creatures? If you ask God 
for your support, you shall have it, not miserly, but most nobly and abundantly. Or 
do you prefer to depend on your own efforts ? to ask thyself:for the daily bread? Ah! 
then you can thank thyself, worship thy own ingenuity and success, saying: ‘‘ This 
house J built; this thing Z paid; this money J got; Z J, support my family ; and one 
must now look pretty sharp to his business to do what Ido.” Think not; take no 
thought. Do you mean to obey Christ, and to worship him or no? Strain your mind, 
if you like ; but is your lifein your hand? and your health ? and your house ? and your 
family ? God has sickness, and death, and fire. Where does your food grow? Can 
you make one grain of corn? one fibre of cotton ? one hair of wool? Your table is set 
from God’s store; your dress is only second-hand. Why so much thought about life, 
body, house, business, comforts? Can not our hands work, while our mind is fixed on 
the central life, on God ? 

As it is, every one’s thoughts and time and strength are taken up by business, by the 
world. Man’s mind is glorified in every manufactory and shop and store. Thousands _ 
of hands are employed in unnecessary work ; thousands are spent for the mere magni- 
fication of human mind and gratification of vain desires. Things not worth to be put 
in the mouth appear on tables; things not worth a penny are hung round the poor 
body. .All hail to civilization and comfort! But it must not be Babel: man must not 
be thought of first. We live for God’s glory, not ours. Why have we so little time to 
pray ? to read and study our Bible ? so little time, so little money, so few men for the 
kingdom of God? What is our first thought ? our first consideration? Christ says: 
“Seek ye jirst the kingdom of God in his righteousness, and all these things (meat, and 
drink, and dress) shall be added unto you.” The world says: ‘No! we seek first 
meat, and drink, and clothes, and comforts, and the kingdom of God shall be added 
unto us.” Mistaken! The kingdom of God is not meat and drink, but righteousness, 
peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost. Have you thoughts and sense for these? As true 
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as God is God, he will not change his word, and woe to him that actually alters it! In 
our days, all business and business men are so systematically connected, and depend- 
ing on each other, that if one wheel in the machine breaks, the crack is felt through- 
out all classes of human society. Very few men are free: all work like a machine, and 
most people trot—trot on in their daily work like so many horses. God has nothing 
to say—not to interfere with our business. Newspapers take the place of the Bible; 
markets and stock rule the world. Take heed! As much as we do not depend on 
God, but on the “state of things,” so much are we serving mammon, the world. And 
a time will come, when a person can no more buy or sell, unless he take the mark of 
the beast on him, unless he side with Antichrist: Our social life is rotten; times get 
worse and worse. Peace in hearts and houses: where is it? There is a class—a large 
number of people, who are dissatisfied with any kind of government, with God and with 
the “state of things.” A fearful set of godless, worldly, selfish people is growing up, 
and we are almost ready for Antichrist, who will establish a glorious government; he 
will rule the public interests and markets. It will be hard then to depend on God alone, 
if you are not used to do so. 

“Take no thought ;” then you have time and means for the kingdom of God; for our 
poor and sick, for the orphans and widows, for the claims of our country, for the crying 
misery of the heathen. Let the kingdom of God be number one and number last; then 
we get time to pray and to work for the coming of that glorious kingdom ; then we get 
men to preach the Gospel far and near; then we are a missionary people, obedient to 
Christ's command, and alive to the most glorious plans of God. Wearea “ fast-going’ 
people, a great nation; but God goes faster and God’s glory is greater. And the more 
we think of him, and execute his plans, plainly stated ig his word, the wider and warm- 
er and richer grow our poor hearts; the more glorious will our character, our spirit, our 
whole being, our homes and country, be developed, the more our course goes heavenward, 
God-ward. Do what you like; but “as true as I live,” swears the Almighty, “ all the 
earth shall be filled with my glory.” Will you live for that, or not?’ Who, who will 
not get up and say, “I will sacrifice my life for such a great object; I will spend 
and be spent, until the name of our Lord is great among adl nations”? Hiven so. Amen. 

J. G. A. 


AFRICA. much had been done in clearing the bush 
from around the station. The place looked 


much more pleasant and inviting than he 
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Report of Rev. Thomas Toomey. 


Tus missionary residing at Rocktown 
begs leave to make the following report : 

Of affairs connected with his station he 
has nothing special to report, save that he 
is, by God’s help, stil’ permitted to sow 
the seed of divine truth in the surround- 
ing towns. His visits to Fishtown and 
other places have been interrupted by a 
visit to Monrovia, and another to Bohlen. 
On his way to and from the latter place, 
however, he preached and talked to the 
heathen along the river and at the station, 
as he had opportunity. He was glad to 
find himself very agreeably surprised by 
the river. Its wild and bold scenery is 
beyond human description. At Bohlen 


. 


expected from previous reports ‘‘of out- 
siders.” He found the teacher and family 
well; also Mr. Thornton and family, who 
have more immediate charge of the station 
since Mr. Auer’s departure. As to the 
river, he can say, in the language of Scrip- 
ture, (also the surrounding country,) “the 
half” of its beauty and grandeur had not 
been told him. Nothing has he in his 
life, seen to be compared with the Cavalla 
river’s bold, wild but magnificent scenery. 
Indeed, with great propriety, it can be said 
of the river and country: ‘‘ Every pros- 
pect pleases, and only man is vile.” 

His last visit to Fishtown, and to those 
who are beyond the river, was pleasant, — 
and he hopes profitable. He, in company 
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with one of his scholars, reached the for- 
mer place early in the morning, intending to 
preach there before the people scattered in 
the bush. But he found them at home, 
busily engaged preparing a sacrifice, as a 
thank-offering ‘to the devil, for his help 
rendered them during the late war. We 
could not then get a congregation. So, 
after taking a cup of tea, etc., we started 
to their neighbors across the river, which 
we reached about ten o'clock. Few peo- 
ple being in the towns, the congregation 
was small but attentive. We were thank- 
ful, however, for the opportunity and 
privilege to preach to even a few the Gos- 
pel of peace, where, alas! but too recently 
nothing was heard but noise and rumors 
of war. The people treated us kindly, and 
asked us to visit them again. 

We returned to Fishtown the same day, 
found the people busy cooking a bullock 
under a large tree outside the town, After 
a little rest, we collected a large congrega- 
tion, and felt happy in preaching to them, 
through an interpreter, Heb. 9 : 11-41, 
when we took the opportunity of showing 
them that the blood of bulls and of goats 
cannot take away sin and guilt from man, 
and pointed them to the Lamb of God, 
who only can take away the ay of the 
world. We felt that God in very deed was 
present with us. After the sermon the 
people very urgently pressed him. to ask 
the Bishop to send them a teacher, who 
will remain there. Both parties seem to 
be much humbled by the late war. May 
they be brought to a sense of their duty 
to God and their own souls. 

The school of ‘which he was teacher he 
gave up to HE. P. Messenger, the middle of 
last March, who seems to be efficient and 
faithful. The school is now doing well. 
Scholars’ conduct is good. 

One communicant has been restored. 
May God bless our Mission with his pres- 
ence. Amen. 


Taboo—Letter from Mr. Minor. 


We are truly sorry to learn from the 
following letter, of August 10th, that war 
at Taboo has again broken out. This 
time it would seem to involve the whole 
tribe. It commenced by a combined at- 
tack of three towns on one, resulting in 
the burning of the latter, and the death of 
eight men belonging to the former. Mr. 
Minor thinks it no longer safe to occupy 
the Mission House, and has removed his 
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family into the nearest native village of 


“which his father was formerly chief. 


We commend him to the prayers of 
God’s people: : 

Dear Bisnop: Our war begins again 
on the fourth day of August, a day so 
dangerous to us that we left our house and 
all things and stay in town, for we do not 
know what to do. We have no way to go 
from it, and we only trust the hands of 
Almighty God to take care of us. He 
only knows what is good for us. Brethren, 
pray for us. 

I am your servant in Jesus, 
J. M. Mrvor. 


Examinations at Cavalla. 


‘The account of these certainly deserve 
some particular notice. About half.of all 
the native beneficiaries in the mission are 
here. And during over twenty years God 
has always put under our influence nearly 
the same number; and, what is scarcely 
less important, good teachers to instruct 
them. ‘The examinations took place on 
Monday and Tuesday, 22d and 23d of 


June. The girls were examined on the 
former day. : 
Girls’ School: Teachers, Miss E. E. 


Griswold ; Assistant, Mrs. E. Gillett. 
Scholars: beneficiaries, 30; day-scholars, 
7—total, 37. 


LIST OF CLASSES AND STUDIES. 

First Class: Josephine Williford and 
Laura G. Benjamin. Studies: Bible, Bib- 
lical Antiquities, Grebo, Grammar, Dic- 
tionary, Arithmetic, (Smith’s Practical and 
Stoddard’s Mental,) Universal History, 
(Worcester’s,) Geography, Composition. 

Second Class: Margaret Mercer, Anna 
P. Clarkson, Jane Wilson, Caroline L. 
Knapp. Studies: Bible, Grebo, Gram- 
mar, Dictionary, Arithmetic, (Mental and 
Practical,) Universal History, (Goodrich’s,) 
Geography, Composition. 

Third Class: Martha Moore, Grace El- 
liott, Sophia Smith, Jane Allison, Rosa 
Killen, Eliza Williams, Lydia Godfrey, 
Studies: Bible, Grebo, Spelling, Reading, 
History, Geography, Arithmetic. 

Fourth Class: Martha Spear, Elizabeth 
Chandler, Frances Payne, Alice Stimpson, 
Louisa Clark, Maria Chandler, Martha 
Littlefield, Ellen Jones, Julia Johnson, 
Mary B. Johnson. Studies: Bible, Grebo, 
Spelling, Reading. : 

Fifth Class: Emma Hollis, Susan Ali- 
bone, Caroline Boyd, Emma Jones, Eliza- 
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beth Robinson, Nanette Bolton, M. Stiles, 
Maria Williams, Julia Spear. Studies: 
Bible, Spelling, Reading, Grebo. 

The exercises here were, as usual, inter- 
esting. The Holy Scriptures were made 
prominent, as proper. 

Many chapters from the Prophets, as 
well as many Psalms, were repeated from 
memory. The first class was examined 
on Isaiah and Jeremiah; the second, on 
the Acts of the Apostles; the third, on 
Nehemiah ; and the fourth read and trans- 
lated from the Gospels into Grebo. 

Miss Griswold’s manner of teaching is 
very thorough. It would not be just to 
call her examinations exhibitions ; they 
are really and truly a test of what her 
scholars know. She does not inform them 
beforehand where they are to be examined, 
on their whole course. The tedium of the 
examination was relieved by appropriate 
and beautiful hymns, and some dialogues, 
partly original, prepared for the occasion. 

Mrs. KE. Gillett, too, has a very happy 
faculty for communicating information to 
the children, especially in their own lan- 
guage. And besides thus imparting to 
them much Scriptural knowledge, their 
memories are stored with many hymns, 
Grebo and English. 

_ Many compositions were presented, both 
in Grebo and English. The former I was 
glad to see, as I am anxious to see some 
respect shown to the native language, 


BOYS’ SCHOOL, 

Teacher; Ed, Neufville; Assistant, 
Richard Killen. Scholars; beneficiaries, 
16; day-scholars, 6—total, 22. 

First Class: M, P, Valentine, B. Wis- 

ner, Laulin Spear, §, Stimpson, J. Stimp- 
son, Dennis Pinket. Studies: Scripture 
questions in Judges, Ruth, Repeated 
from memory: Isaiah 40, Balaam’s proph- 
ecy, Psalm 115, Ezek, 55, 28; 25, end, 
Isaiah 15. Natural Philosophy, Arithme- 
tic to Rule of Three, Spelling, Physical 
Geography, Grammar. 
_ Second Class; Adam Empie, David 
More, Merrick White, Herbert Page, Stud- 
ies: Questions on Acts, sundry portions 
of Scripture repeated from memory, Na- 
tural Philosophy, Arithmetic, Reading, 
Geography, 

Lower Classes; J. Hobart Brown, J, Ty- 
jer, Thomas M, Clark, J, P. Valentine, 
Isaac Turner, Alexander Griswold. Stud- 
ies: Reading in Testament, Reading, Spell- 
ing. 

Several speeches and dialogues, some 
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of the latter original, with appropriate 
hymns, as in the girls’ school, most agree- 
ably varied and prevented tediousness in 
the exercises. Mr. Neufville has but late- 
ly been put in full charge of the school, 
having been hitherto only assistant. This 
circumstance considered, he acquitted him- 
self, and caused his scholars to acquit 
themselves, very well. ; 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


Sandwich Islands. 


We copy from the San Francisco, Cal., 
Fvening Bulletin of the 4th August, the 
following portion of an account of a Mis- 
sionary Meeting held in that city on the 
first Sunday evening of that month. 
Among, those present was the Rev. Dr. 
Anderson, the Senior Secretary of the 
American Board of Commissioners for 
Foreign Missions, who was on his way 
back to Boston from an official visit to the 
Sandwich Islands: After mentioning this 
fact, the paper gives the following ‘particu- 
lars, gleaned from the remarks of Dr. An- 
derson : 

‘“‘The American Board is now closing the 
forty-fourth year of its existence, and for 
forty-one of them Dr, Anderson has been 
identified with it. He has visited most of its 
stations officially—three times has been to 
see those in the Kast, and once those as far 
east as India, This visit to the Sandwich 
Islands was undertaken in view of an era 
that had arrived in their history, He 
passed through San Francisco on his way 
to the Islands last winter, He found the 
Islanders in most respects a better people 
than he had ventured to expect. It was 
easy to love them, ‘Their language lacked 
words for the expression of some senti- 
ments familiar with us, but for hearty wel- 
come and abiding affection, no language 
with which he was acquainted had a richer 
word or one more often used. He had 
visited the four principal Islands of the 
group and had addressed the natives in 
their churches. The subject that most 
delighted them was the story of the 
Charch’s doings in Palestine. They were 
full of curiosity and joy to see one who had 
walked by the side of the sea of Galilee, 
and had climbed Mount Zion and been up 
to Bethany. His audiences numbered gen- 
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erally from 600 to 1200—he would have 
thought that perhaps such audiences gath- 
ered from curiosity, but that in his tour he 
was preceded a week or so by a native 
preacher, whose audiences were about the 
same. At Honolulu, at the last meeting 
he attended, there were 2500 natives pre- 
sent. Among those who addressed that 
multitude was Judge Ii, who was in San 
Francisco shortly since, sent over by the 
Government to labor for the release of a 
Hawaiian who was unjustly accused of 
murder. The Judge is an occupant of the 
Supreme Bench. His speech was such an 
one as would have been listened to with 
pleasure in an audience like this. In his 
own address to the Islanders, Dr. Ander- 
son said that of course he spoke through 
an interpreter entirely. 

“ As to the audiences they were gener- 
ally well clothed and with taste — the 
majority of the worshippers would not have 
attracted attention in this house except for 
their color. They had good churches, 
some of wood, some of stone and some yet 
of the old style, constructed of grass. One 
was built of coral and cost $30,000, the 
expense being borne by the Government. 
Many of them were mounted with clear- 
toned bells—on some of them there were 
town clocks, 

“As to the members of the churches. 
Since the missionaries commenced their 
labors, 50,000 persons had entered into 
Church connection there ; more than 20,000 
of these have died. There remain in good 
and regular standing 20,000—many of 
them the fruits of the great revival, when 
25,000 were added. ‘These, then, are not 
new converts. It is impressive, while it is 
an alarming feature, to see how large a 
portion of the Church membership consists 
of old people—are converts of twenty years’ 
standing. Dr. Anderson said that his wide 
travel among Christian people had given 
him some sad views of unregenerated 
human nature and more charitable ones of 
the Christian character generally. Re- 
member what these people were while hea- 
then. Paul drew his portrait of heathenism, 
which is preserved for us in the first 
of Romans at Corinth, and that portrait 
reflects well the Sandwich Islands as they 
were. Now they compare\well with the 
converts at other missions—well even with 
the Western Asia Christians. ‘They main- 
tain their early morning prayer-meetings, 
and have for years. Is it done here? The 
church at Koloa flourishes well, though their 
pastor has been absent a year, owing to the 


Miscellaneous. 


failure of his health—the services are still 
well attended. He doubted if any church 
here whose pastor was away @ year would 
flourish more persistently. 

“The Doctor related an incident illus- 
trative of the simple faith of these people. 
They told. him how, when in a canoe, a 
terrible shark came rushing at them. 
They drove him off with their paddles 
twice, but felt, when they saw him return- 
ing the third time, that the chances were 
greatly against them. Then, while two 
manned the paddles, the third prostrated 
himself in prayer. ‘The monster came 
rushing on, but when almost up to the 
canoe, sheered off and left them alone. In 
their simplicity they thought that was in 
answer to prayer. Their missionary 
thought so too, and told them he believed 
it. And, said Dr. Anderson, I thought so 
too, and so do you. 

“Often in this city it had been reported 
that the missionaries had made haste to be 
rich. He went determined to know the 
truth of this report. He told them he wish- 
ed to know the whole truth, and he had in 
his possession a statement of the property 
of each of them. He found them comfort- 
able, but not a whit more than he wished 
them to be. Away from home and early 
friends, where he for months will*not see 
a white man’s face, it was essential that 
the missionary should be pleasantly sur- 
rounded, lest he lose his spirits and faint 
by the way. He found nothing whatever 
to object to in this matter. Most of them 
it would be necessary for the Board to 
assist so long as they lived. As a body, 
they were certainly not open to the charge 
of being rich. In 1848 we began to close 
up the missions, for the work was then well 
advanced. They then began to take re- 
leases of certain property from the Board, 
the King encouraging it, and the mission- 
aries were advised to purchase certain 
lands that had formerly been held in trust 
by the Board, that in their old age they 
might not be utterly dependent. It has 
been with them very much as it is with 
clergymen here. Some of them were poor, 
none of them were richer than he was glad 
to find them, Several laymen who had 
been engaged as teachers, and for whose 
services, since natives could do their work, 
there was no longer a demand in connec- 
tion with the missions, with the Board’s 
advice, sundered their connection with it. 
They managed thereafter for themselves, 
and many of them have been successful in 
accumulating property. From their suc- 
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cess many of these reports that the clergy 
have become rich have arisen. 

“As to the connection of the mission- 
aries with politics. When the King de- 
termined to lay aside his despotic power 
and give his peoplea government modelled 
on that of England, he asked the Board to 
send hima lawyer. That the Board de- 
clined to do; first, they had hardly thought 
it advisable, and if they had thought other- 
wise, it would have been very difficult to 
find the man. But the King was strenuous 
in his desire to get the assistance of some 
in whom he could trust, and who were 
competent to aid him in the great reform 
he had undertaken. It was with our ad- 
vice that Mr. Richards left the Mission and 
became the King’s interpreter, and that 
Mr. Armstrong left to take charge of the 
schools, of whose support the government 
then relieved us. 

““Two remarkable social changes have 
occurred at the Islands since the Missions 
were established. The first was the change 
of government from a despotism to a limit- 
ed monarchy. Before, the people were 
slaves; now they are citizens, and in no 
country is life or property more safe. 
When we travelled we felt no fear for our 
luggage. The government is admirable, 
and the poorest citizen is protected under 
it with scrupulous care. ‘he other great 
change is— 

“(Here Mr. Lacy asked the whole con- 
gregation to unite in singing a few stanzas 
of the familiar hymn, ‘Jesus shall reign 
where’er the sun’—it would be a pleasant 
‘relief to Dr. Anderson. ‘The verses were 
sung with enthusiasm, and then the Doctor 
resumed :] 

“That hymn reminded him, he said, of 
the time when he stood in London by the 
grave of Dr, Watts, its author, and its 
words then recurred to him with force. 
Again, it reminded him of a time when, on 
a great plain in India at a gathering of 
missionaries, it was sung with a spirit 
which showed that its doctrine was the 
faith of that assembled multitude. The 
second great social change at the Sandwich 
Islands was consummated last June. After 
much consultation, all the missionaries and 
native preachers taking part in it, it was 
unanimously agreed that henceforth they 
would be a self-supporting religious com- 
munity. The American Board withdraws 
its responsibility henceforth for the con- 
duct of the churches—it ceases to direct 
the work there and at the Micronesian 
Islands. The native preachers and mis- 
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sionaries are, in the ecclesiastical councils, 
to stand ona parity. The proceedings of 
their business meetings are to be in the 
native language. The missionaries of the 
Board are to become pastors, and are still 
to be supported, so far as necessary by the 
Board, but no more missionaries are to be 
sent. The natives will support their own 


_churches, their own ministers, and their 


own education societies. If they need for- 
eign help, the children of the missionaries 
have cordially pledged themselves, and 
with great unanimity, to render it. The 
Board’s work is completed there. The 
Islands are Christianized. The people are 
like other Christian people, with their 
shortcomings—what community has not 
them ?—but with their excellent traits that . 
promise the happiest future. The Christ- 
ian Church has witnessed no such specta- 
cle before. 

““When Dr. Anderson concluded it was > 
just nine o’clock. Theaudience had listened 
with the closest attention and the deepest 
interest. They were evidently en rapport 
with the speaker, and believed with him 
that such a work was one over which the 
Christian Church and civilization had rea- 
son to marvel and rejoice. ‘The Rev. Mr. 
Beckwith followed with the testimony that 
a seven years’ residence at the Islands 
authorized him to bear, and with a warm 
appeal for fresher and more vigorous 
efforts in other fields to procure from heay- 
en like glorious results. The contribution 
was then taken up, and it proved a gener- 
ous one. Then the benediction was pro- 
nounced by the Rey. Mr. Thurston, who 
was one of the two first missionaries that 
set foot on the Sandwich Islands. He is 
an old man now, with silvery hair and 
beard—a very apostle in appearance. He 
has been for some time in California, having 
taken a parole from his church for the re- 
covery of his lost health.” 


The following account of the Mission 
House, at Basle, although long, will repay 
a careful perusal by our readers. ‘This is 
a fountain out of which flow numerous 
streams.to enrich and make fruitful many 
desolate places. 

There is a kindred institution in Eng- 
land, at Islington, which is the chief 
source of supply of laborers to the Church 
Missionary Society, 
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When will such an institution grace our 
‘land, and furnish laborers for our own for- 
eign missions ? 


The Mission House at Basle, 
Switzerland. 
BY A SPECIAL COMMISSIONER. 


“Does this road take me to the Mission 
House?” I asked a soldier who crossed 
the market-place at Basle. 

“Yoh, Herr! first, turn to the left, then 
straight up the hill,” was the reply in that 
sort of singing cadenza which is peculiar 
to the inhabitants of this district. The 
fellow seemed gratified with the question. 
And no wonder, indeed. The Mission 
House is an ornament to the town, both in 
an architectural and spiritual point of view. 
Nor do the Basle people think little of it. 
A deputation of the town council honored 
it with a visit last year, and the magnifi- 
cent broad public road that leads from the 
town-gate past the Mission House to the 
neighboring village is called Missions 
Strasse. 

It is a large, magnificent building, five 
stories high, each with thirteen windows 
in front and three in each wing. It cost 
only half a million of francs. Yet every 
thing like luxury or ostentation is avoided. 
It does not show its broad front to the 
road. It stands a few yards back in a 
handsome, spacious garden, to which a 
simple iron gate forms the entrance from 
the road. It was built three years ago. 
The former premises, which were situated 
at another quarter of the town, were no 
longer fit for the purpose. Some of them 
also had to be pulled down in consequence 
of municipal arrangements. The building 
of the new house was of necessity. ‘This 
was acknowledged by the friends of the 
mission, who contributed largely to the 
building fund. Among them the noble 
Chr. Merian, whose bust adorns the diree- 
tor’s room, ranked foremost. And _ so, 
surely, does the Basle mission among the 
continental societies, It has not yet reach- 
ed its fiftieth year, and already it has train- 
ed upward of four hundred messengers of 
the Good Tidings, two hundred and eighty- 
one of whom are still alive, working the 
work of God in all zones and climates of 
the globe, Of these ninety-three are in the 
service of the Basle mission; eleven are 
employed by the Bremen Missionary So- 
ciety, one by the Moravian Brethren, thirty- 
six by the Church Missionary Society, two 
by the English Baptist Missionary Society, 
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two by the Methodists, one by the Assam 
Missionary Society, one by the American 
Episcopalian Mission ; four are missionaries 
among the Jews ; twelve are in the service 
of the English Church in the colonies; 
seventy-three are ministers of German 
churches in North-America ; five,in South- 
America; two in Australia; thirteen in | 
Russia; ten in Germany; five are home 
missionaries. Indeed, if anywhere the 
commandment, ‘Go ye into all the world,” 
etc., has been attended to, the noble band 
of Christian messengers that have pro- 
ceeded from the Basle Mission House have 
obeyed it. Nor should I neglect remem- 
bering the one hundred and eighteen serv- 
ants of Christ who have already gone to 
their rest. 

As every great work of God springs up 
from a small seed, so with this great work 
of the Basle mission. When the French 
conqueror had finished his career in 1815, 
during which he had shed the blood of 
millions, Mr. Spittler, now a venerable oc- 
togenarian patriarch, merchant of Basle, 
and member of the committee of the mis- 
sion, pondered over the question, how to save 
millions through the blood of Him who 
died for sinners. He found some friends 
who cordially shared his desire. Conscious 
of the limits of their means and of their 
want of experience, they resolved to estab- 
lish only a school for training Christian 
young men for missionary purposes, and 
to leave it to other parties to send them 
out. They offered their first pupils to the 
Dutch Missionary Society at Rotterdam, 
but, somehow or other, nothing came of it. 
They succeeded better with the Church’ 
Missionary Society, which gladly received 
young men of such sound principles and 
admirable training among its laborers. 
Soon, however, the number of pupils in- 
creased to such an extent that a field of 
labor had to be sought. The first step was 
taken, by sending some to the Armenians 
in the Caucasus, to the Tartars, and the 
Persians. This happened about 1830. 
Now the salt, if it have not “lost its sa- 
vor,” however widely sprinkled, cannot 
but have effect. The Armenian clergy be- 
came uneasy, and the Russian Emperor 
Nicholas prohibited the further work of the 
Basle Christians in that quarter of his vast 
empire. They then turned their eyes to 
the heathen. From 1825 to 1840 some 
missionaries were sent to West-Africa; but 
here disease. drove them’ away. In 1843 
only one of the faithful servants of God 
was left. Still the Basle friends persevered. 
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Another band of missionaries was sent, 
and succeeded in getting foot on that un- 
happy shore. At present twenty-five mis- 
sionaries, twenty-three catechists, and four 
female teachers are laboring at six stations. 
British India was next taken up. Here 
at present fifty-eight missionaries, thirty- 
seven catechists, eighteen native male and 
seven female teachers proclaim the Gospel 
at sixteen stations. Besides, there are nine 
native teachers laboring at English schools, 
and seven female native teachers who owe 
their conversion to the Basle missionaries, 
and are members of their flocks. Last of 
all, about the year 1852, China was re- 
membered. Two stations, Lilong and 
Hongkong, are blessed with the faithful 
services of five Basle missionaries. 

I should address myself to a task far be- 
yond the limits of this journal, as well as of 
my ability, were I to try to give even a short 
account of the work of this important mis- 
sion. Its forty-seventh annual report, 
though of course only containing a very 
superficial narrative of its operations, would 
afford sufficient matter for such a history 
as would require a man’s life to write it. 
Nor has any one, however acquainted with 
this extensive work, hitherto had the 
courage to become its historian. The want 
of a concise history of the mission is eager- 
ly felt ; and I was glad to learn that steps. 
are being taken toward filling up this 
blank. ‘The eldest missionaries, if I am 
well informed, are invited to write the his- 
tory of their respective stations, and, from 
their combined accounts, a general history 
of the mission will be composed, which 
will be published on the occasion of the 
fiftieth anniversary of this Society, in 1866. 

I must limit myself to what I saw of the 
Mission House. It cannot be surprising 

‘to learn that the place, which is the centre 
of so great a work, is a building that may be 
looked on as a small village inclosed be- 
tween four walls. An electro-telegraph 
apparatus spreads its wires through its 
rooms, in order that the inspector or super- 
intendent may communicate with the vari- 
ous school rooms, whiie, in the door-keep- 
er’s lodge near the iron gate, a second set 
of keys is kept, through which he may 
summon one of the pupils if a guide should 
be required to conduct the visitors through 
the various apartments of the edifice. 
Ninety Christian young men, together with 
their teachers and families, are the inhab- 
itants. They are separated into three di- 
visions, each composed of two classes ; the 
first division (first and second classes) 
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consists of the eldest pupils, nineteen in 
number; the second division (third and 
fourth classes) contains thirty-three pupils ; 
the third (fifth and sixth classes) thirty- 
eight. The ground floor is occupied by rooms 
for various purposes, namely, a spacious 
room capable of containing three hundred 
persons; a school room; an ethnographic 
museum of articles from the heathen world; 
a library which contains upward of 4000 
volumes; a room for the committee; the 
office of the expedition ; the counting house, 
etc., etc. Under ground are the kitchens, 
laundries, pantries, etc. The ethnographic 
museum appeared to be ably arranged. . 
Its printed catalogue, here and there en- 
riched with very interesting zoological, 
mythological, and ethnographical explana- 
tions, contains 1558 numbers. Of course 
India and Africa occupy the greater por- 
tion of it. There are also some very inter- 
esting articles from Armenia, Tartary, and 
Persia. 

On leaving the room my attention fell 
upon a piece of a broken gun shell. [ 
could not understand what that article 
could mean in a museum of a Christian 
mission, 

““f suppose,” I said to the young man 
who conducted me, ‘‘you have put that 
among the various weapons of the idolaters 
and cannibals, to show that we Christians 
are not behind in such articles.” 

Perhaps the sarcasm wage little out of 
place; but I could not suppress the sad 
observ&tion which occurred to me, that 
while we are sending thousands of Bibles 
through the world to save souls, millions 
of shells and balls are flying through the 
atmosphere of Christian Europe and Am- 
erica to kill the bodies. 

“This shell,” said my guide, ‘‘is placed 
here to revive our grateful recollection of 
the origin of our mission. This is one of 
the missiles with which the French bom- 
barded our town from the neighboring for- 
tress of Hiinningen, in 1815, The Lord 
rescued us from total destruction by. the 
downfall of the enemy. It was then that 
Mr. Spittler felt that the Christians of Basle 
ought to show their sincere gratitude to 
their DivinesProtector, and our mission is 
the wonderful result of that feeling.”’ 

The shell now stood in a quite new and 
glorious light before me. Surely it now 
occupied its right place in a Christian 
museum. It preached an eloquent sermon 
to me from the text: ‘‘ Where sin abound- 
ed, grace did much more abound.” I left 
this most interesting apartment with the 


‘ above its door. 


238 


thought that an ethnographic museutn, 
teeming with idols and weapons thrown 
away by heathens who were conquered by 
the Gospel, is the most sublime and thrill- 
ing hymn of Christendom. ; 

The ground floor and the upper stories 
have each their.own name, taken from the 
stations of the mission. These names are 
written on the chief pillars round: which 
the main staircases wind. Thus the ground 
floor is called Malabar; the first story, 
Canara; the second, Mahratta; the third, 
Nilageri; and the fourth, Upper Guinea. 
The same principle is applied to the rooms. 
Each room carries a name of some station 
I had the pleasure of 
meeting with the widow of the late Pro- 
fessor De Wette, who, as a staunch friend 
of the mission, often spends a month or 
two-at the house. The room which she 
occupied was called Abeokuta. ‘I no- 
where feel more at home,” said she to me, 
“than at my dear Abeokuta.” 

The first, second, and third stories are 
occupied by the three divisions into which 
the pupils are divided. Each division 
stands under the direction of a teacher, to 
whom is added an assistant teacher. Thus 
the first story is occupied by the Rev, Mr. 
Gess and his assistant teacher, the candi- 
date, Mr. Schwarz, together with the nine- 
teen pupils who constitute the first division. 
The second story is the dwelling place of 
the Rey. Mr." Peter and his assistant 
teacher, the Gndidate, Mr. Dierlam, with 
the thirty-three pupils who enjoy their in- 
struction. Mr. Kolb and his assistant 
teacher, Mr. Berner, together with their 
thirty-eight pupils, occupy the third story. 
Consequently the three stories present 
very much oneand the sameaspect. They 
consist of dwelling rooms for the teachers 
and their families, of bed rooms for the 
pupils, of studies and class rooms. The 
highest story contains a set of smaller 
and larger parlors, called “‘ praying-rooms,” 
as they are destined for the use of those 
pupils who want to engage in prayer either 
privately or in company with others. 
Here also are parlors for musical exercises, 
(piano-forte and harmonium,) and other 
purposes. 

The Mission House stands ‘under the di- 
rection of the inspector, the Rev. Mr. 
Josenhans, whom I had not the pleasure 
of meeting, as he was away on a journey, 
but Mr. Gess, the teacher of the first divi- 
sion, was so kind as to give me all inform- 
ation I desired. From the arrangement 
of lessons with which he favored me, it 
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appears that on an average, nine hours a 
day are devoted to teaching, namely, from 8° 
to 12 a.m., and from 2 to 7 p.m., except Wed- 
nesdays and Saturdays, which are half holi- 
days. On these days the hour from three 
to four is devoted to gymnastic exercises, 
(turnen,) for which I saw an apparatus in 
the garden. When comparing the arrange- 
ment of lessons of this mission with that of 
the Barmen or Rhenish Society, it appears 
that the standard of instruction at Basle 
is considerably higher, as far as regards 
scientific teaching. While at Barmen only 
a few hours are devoted to Latin, at Basle 
many hours are appointed for the instruc- 
tion in Latin, Greek, and Hebrew. Nor is 
this unaccounted for. India, which forms 
the main field of labor of the Basle Mis- 
sion, requires missionaries of higher sci- 
entific training than the land of the Nama- 
quas, the Hottentots, or the Dajaks. I 
should be too prolix were I to give a de- 
tailed account of the different branches of 
teaching with which the pupils of this 
establishment are favored. A mere list 
of them may suffice: Dogmatic, homi- 
letic, and biblical theology rank foremost. 
Mr. Gess, who gives instruction in dog- 
matics to the three highest classes, told me 
that this branch of teaching only comes 
once every three years, (which surely is 
quite enough,) as the other two are devoted 


‘to the ‘Introduction to the theological 


sciences.” Then come: Exegesis of the 
Old and New Testament, ecclesiastical his- 
tory, hermeneutics, exposition of the sym- 
bolical books, Latin, Greek, Hebrew, Eng- 
lish, (twelve hours,) caligraphy, arithmetic, 
general history, singing, drawing, geome- 
try, music, clinic, and medicine. The two 
last branches are taught by medical men, 
residents of the town. Mr. Josenhans, the 
inspector, also teaches the history of mis- 
sions, and directs the exercises of pupils 
in making draughts of sermons and in 
preaching. Surely this is plenty for young 
men to learn, many of whom never enjoyed 
any preparatory education. But it should 
be mentioned that their curriculum extends 
over six years. The excellent missionaries 
whom this mission at present has laboring 
in India, Africa, and China, may serve as 
proofs of ‘the effect which the training at 
the Basle Mission House produces. 

The whole work of the mission, both at 
home and abroad, is under the control of a 
committee, which at present consists of 
eleven members. 

It appears from the last Annual Report 
of the committee specially appointed for 
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this scheme, that the expenditure during ; 


the past year amounted to nearly 31,500 
francs, so that the support of each child 
has cost about 700 francs, (28/.) The in- 
come, one half of which was from the mis- 
sion fund, while the other half proceeded 
from voluntary contributions, only reached 
the sum of about 28,600 francs; so that a 
deficit was left of about 2800 francs, 
which, added to the deficit of the preced- 
ing year and other liabilities, left a balance 
against the mission of about 6500 francs, 
(2602.) 

The income of the whole mission during 
the year 1861-62, was 675,767 francs, 
27,0002.) The expenditure surpassed it 
by 86,418 francs, (14567.) Among the 
sums that constituted the income, one of 
about 202,000 francs deserves special no- 
tice. It proceeded from a collection of 
half-pennies called Halbbatzen Kollekte. 
This is a thoroughly organized and admir- 


ably working collecting society which the’ 


committee started some years since, re- 
membering the well-known truth, that a 
multitude of little drops form an ocean. 
Ten half-pennies are weekly collected from 
ten subscribers by a friend of the mission, 
who will give himself or herself the trou- 
ble of becoming a “‘gatherer,” (Sammler.) 
Ten gatherers every two months pour their 
thus collected sums into the box of a 
“receiver,’ (Hinnehmer.) The receiver 
sends the amount to the person who by 
the committee is appointed treasurer of the 
district. The latter, in his turn, sends the 
amount of the sums which the receivers of 
his district have handed to him, to the 
committee. A gatherer may not have more 
than ten subscribers under his or her 
care. Should he be so successful as to 
find an eleventh, or twelfth, he is bound 
to try to obtain a gatherer for a fresh ten, 
or at least to keep a separate account of it. 
Likewise a receiver may not haye more 
than ten gatherers under his or her control. 
Thus whole towns and even countries are, 
as it were, brought under a network of ad- 
ministration, which, without any expense 
for the mission, gathors the weekly offer- 
ings of thousands, the mites of the widows, 
and the sayings of the children for the 
work of God. At the same time excellent 
opportunity is given to the friends of the 
mission of regularly visiting the lower 


239 


classes in their houses, and of raising an 
interest in the kingdom of heaven among 
families which hitherto only cared for the 
things of this world. The committee also 
publishes a series of ‘ mission leaves” 
which, through the medium of the gather- 
ers, are gratuitously distributed among the 
contributors. Of course, meetings for 
prayer and mutual edification arise from 
these operations. So while the mission 
work in the heathen world is considerably 
benefited, no less benefit results to the 
laborers at home. 

The committee also have founded a 
trades’ company, which is under the man- 
agement of a special board, consisting of- 
four members. This board conducts a 
regular trade, chiefly with West-Africa. 
Its object is, first to provide the missionary 
stations with the necessaries of life from 
Europe, and secondly to promote industry 
and agriculture among the natives. The 
board carries on its mercantile operations 
perfectly independent of the committee. 
It works with a capital of about 200,000 
francs, held in shares. The shareholders: 
regularly obtain their interests and divi- 
dends. The mission has taken about fif- 
teen shares. After the interest and divi- 
dends were paid last year, a net profit was 
left of about 18,000 frances, (7202.,) which 
was added to the funds of the mission. 
The committee has also a moral supervision 
over the operations of this trades’ company. 
The members of the board are individuals 
about whose sound honest Christian prin- 
ciples there is no doubt. 

. It must be evident from -these facts that 
the Basle Mission is not deficient in zeal 
and activity for the great object it has in 
view, nor in skill and energy in finding the 
means for its support. The ora and labora 
are admirably combined here. Yet this 
mission hitherto has not been able to keep 
out of debt. On the 1st of July, 1862, the 
debt amounted to nearly 200,000 francs. 

I hope that wherever this paper may be 
read, the labors and wants of this most 
excellent missionary society, which is car- 
rying on such a great work in British India 
as well as elsewhere, will cordially be 
remembered by all who are fervent in 
prayer and who are able to give. 


Basix, June, 1863. 
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